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BRIEF HISTORY OF THEé 
 

 The Mexico City metropolitan area is comprised of the Federal District, the capital of the 

United Mexican States, and surrounding urban area in the State of Mexico, and it has a 

population of almost 20 million 

inhabitants. It also includes the largest 

Airport in the country, which attends to 

35% of air operations carried out on 

national territory. 

 

 

 

 

 

Also, if we consider that Mexico City's International Airport (AICM) provides services for large 

nearby urban centers such as 

Cuernavaca, Cuautla, Puebla, 

Tlaxcala, Pachuca, Queretaro, Toluca 

and others, it is considered theoretically 

that the airport provides its services to 

20% of the countryôs total population.  
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If we go back in time we may remember that the first aeronautic events in Mexico occurred in 

its capital, where the first balloon ascent of Frenchman Eugene G. Robertson took place on 

February 14th, 1835; and then, Mexican Benito León Acosta did so on April 3rd, 1842. The 

first dirigible flight was made by Richard K. Hamilton on January 6th, 1907, and the first glider 

was flown here by brothers Juan Pablo and Eduardo Aldasoro Suárez on January 9th, 1909. 

The first airplane was flown by Alberto Braniff on 

January 8th, 1910, and the first show of the military 

applications of airplanes was presented by French 

pilots Roland Garros, Rene Simon and Rene 

Barrier on March 8th, 1911. 

 

 

Another significant event took place in Mexico City: 

on November 30th 1911, the constitutional president 

of the United Mexican States, Francisco I. Madero, 

flew over the Balbuena plains for 11 minutes in a 

Deperdussin piloted by Geo M. Dyott of Moisant International. In this act, Madero became 

the first head of state to ever fly in an airplane. 
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The first airmail flight in Mexico took place on July 6th 

1917, in a Series ñAò biplane flown by Horacio Ruiz, 

transporting mailbags between Pachuca and Mexico 

City. It landed in Balbuena.  

 

In September of 1921, during the government of Álvaro 

Obregón, and in celebration of the centennial of national 

independence, an air festival was organized, which had 

to take place mostly in the "La Condesa" Racetrack 

because the Balbuena National Airfield was flooded by 

heavy rains which covered the region. 

 

 

This airfield, which had been commissioned by the military in 1915, was closed to civil 

operations while the new airport was built. The few operators of that time, including 

Compañía Mexicana de Aviación, used an improvised field in the plains of the present 

Algarín district, where Juan Guillermo Villasana, Francisco Santarini and Felipe H. García 

had a flight school. 

 

 

In a small area of the present airfield, construction began for a new civil aviation terminal in 

1928. A road was designed to connect it to the City, running from the old exit to Puebla up to 

the main building. Today, that road is part of Boulevard Aeropuerto. On November 5th 1928, 

when the works were not yet finished, Felipe H. García landed on one of its runways in a 

Hanrriot biplane. By February of 1929 it was in service, and Mexicana de Aviación, which 

had contributed to its construction with 400,000 pesos in gold, was operating normally. 
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On February 11th, 1931, a lighting system was put into 

operation including a beacon, boundary lighting and 

runway and platform lighting for night operations. This 

airfield was used by the following airlines in 1929 and 

1934: Compañía Mexicana de Aviación, Corporación 

Aeronáutica de Transportes, Pickwick Latinoamericana, 

Aerovías Centrales and Líneas Aéreas Occidentales. 

 

A Stinson airplane owned by the company Aeronaves de México left the facilities on 

September 14th, 1934, headed towards Acapulco, thus establishing a route which is still in 

operation today. 

 

On April 11th, 1939, when Lázaro Cárdenas del Río was the president, Melquíades Angulo 

was Minister of Communications and Public Works, and Juan Guillermo Villasana was the 

Head of the Civil Aeronautics Department, the new Central Airport building was inaugurated, 

as well as the control tower which had a mural painted by Juan OôGorman and which 

replaced the one damaged by the 1930 earthquake. 
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On July 8th 1943, the Official Gazette of the Federation 

published a decree that acknowledged Mexico Cityôs Central 

Airport as an international airport, for the purpose of 

international arrivals and departures of passengers and 

aircraft. In 1949, construction began for runway 05D-23I, the 

new platform, the new terminal building, its control tower, 

and the air terminal authorities building. The runway began 

operations in 1951. 

 

The new airport building, platform and control tower were inaugurated on November 19th, 

1952. The ceremony was conducted by President Miguel Alemán Valdés, who was 

accompanied by the Minister of Communications and Public Works, Agustín García López, 

the Minister of Internal Affairs, Ernesto Uruchurtu, and the Federal District Governor, 

Fernando Casas Alemán. 

 

By 1956, the Central Airport of Mexico City had four operating runways. Runway 05I-23D, 

which was 2,720 m long and 40 m wide. Runway 05D-23I which was 3,000 m long by 45 m 

wide, and became the most important runway since it began operations as it had electrical 

systems for night operations. Runway 13-31 was built 

to replace runway 14-32 which was near the inhabited 

zone and was used in case of cross-winds. It was 

2,300 m long and 40 m wide. The fourth runway was 

named ñ5 Auxiliarò; it was only 759 m long and was 

used by the flight schools based at the Central Airport. 

The area occupied by that runway now forms part of 

the general aviation platform. 

 

The Central Airportôs radio navigation aids at the time were Radiogu²a de Tepexpan, an NDB 

and an omni-directional high frequency beacon (VOR). 
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THE JET AGE BEGINS 

 

By December 5th, 1959, expansion and reconditioning works had begun on the runways, 

platforms and terminal building; and on July 4th, 1960, a Mexicana Comet IVC airplane took 

off from the Central Airport of Mexico City with Los Angeles as its destination, thus beginning 

operations of pushback airplanes in Mexico. 

 

On December 2nd 1963, the Central Airport changed its name 

to the Mexico City International Airport (AICM) and the 

following year, on October 6th, President Adolfo López 

Mateos inaugurated the radar and aerial systems of Cerro 

Gordo, as well as the airportôs ILS, which a few years later 

established permanent operation and were certified.   

 

In the mid sixties the following national airlines operated from the City: Aeronaves de México, 

Compañía Mexicana de Aviación, Aerovías del Sur, Servicio Aéreo Gómez Méndez, SAESA, 

Aeromaya, Aeronaves del Itsmo, Servicio Aéreo Miguel Anaya and Aerovías Ornega. The 

following international airlines operated from the airport: Western Airlines, American Airlines, 

Eastern Airlines, Pan American, Texas International Airlines, Canadian Pacific, Cubana, 

Aviateca, Taca, Tan Honduras, Lanica, Lacsa, Avianca, Viasa, Aerolíneas Peruanas, 

Ecuatoriana, Varig, Sabena, Alitalia, KLM, Air France, El Al, Lufthansa, Iberia and BOAC. 

 

On June 10th 1965, the Federal Government created the entity ñAirports and Auxiliary 

Servicesò (Aeropuertos y Servicios Auxiliares or ASA) for the 

administration, operation and conservation of the countryôs civil 

airfields, by way of an airport network which included the AICM 

until 1998. 
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ARRIVAL OF THE JUMBO AND THE CONCORDE 

 

 

On November 1st, 1971, KLM included the first Boeing 747 in its operations, covering the 

Amsterdam ï Mexico route. And on October 20th, 1974, the French-British supersonic 

airplane, Concord, landed in the countryôs capital when it was making an exhibition flight.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

On January 14th 1975, the first movable halls were put into service, benefiting passengers 

and presenting a new modern and functional feature. 

 

On November 24th 1978, the ñMexicoò control tower began its operations; it has been in 

service since then. 
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On August 15th 1979, President José López Portillo inaugurated the terminal building 

remodeling. This work took a little over one year, and the airport did not stop operations 

during this time; a better distribution of space was achieved with this work, facilitating 

passenger movement along the walkways. 

 

In face of the constant increase in demand, and in view of the fact that the AICM was 

increasing in number of passengers as well as operations, the authorities decided to remove 

the General Aviation operators. 

 

On January 13th, 1994, a presidential agreement was published in the Official Gazette of the 

Federation, which prohibited operations of aircraft that did not belong to commercial or 

military airlines in the AICM as of May 31st of that year. On April 11th of the same year, 

President Carlos Salinas de Gortari officially opened the facilities of the International 

Terminal of Mexico City's Airport, which were constructed by a private company in 

accordance with a co-investment agreement with ASA. 

 

At that time the new terminal had 193 check-in desks for attention to the traveling public; now 

there are around 100, as well as large parking lots, areas for customs and other international 

services, and the capacity to provide service to up to six million passengers per year. 
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On November 28th 1994, the head of the SCT, accompanied by the directors of ASA and 

SENEAM, inaugurated the new radar system which services the AICM. It is placed on the ñEl 

Pe¶·nò hill, allowing for highly reliable control. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As part of the national airport network restructuring program, for concession to private 

initiative of 35 of the 60 terminals in the country, the AICM was disincorporated from the 

Airports and Auxiliary Services network on November 1st 1998 to become incorporated as 

Grupo Aeroportuario de la Ciudad de México, S.A. de C.V. (GACM), a company with the 

State as the majority shareholder. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




